The Believer’s Relationship with the World

“Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable) is the man who walks and lives
not in the counsel of the ungodly [following their advice, their plans and purposes], nor
stands [submissive and inactive] in the path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax
and rest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather. But his delight and desire are in
the law of the Lord, and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God)
he habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night. And he shall be like
a tree firmly planted [and tended] by the streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit
in its season; its leaf also shall not fade or wither; and everything he does shall prosper
[and come to maturity].” — Psalm 1:1-3 (AMPC)

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.” — Matthew 24:14 (NKJV)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
Amen.” - Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJ1V)

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs
will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak
with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will
by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

- Mark 16:15-18 (NKJV)

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.” - 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you
make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. You are
the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a
lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it
gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out

Page 1 C:\Employment\The_Ark\Topic_Papers\Believers_Relationship.rtf 4/15/16



The Believer’s Relationship with the World

for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”
- Matthew 5:13-16 (NLT)

“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have
received, freely give.” — Matthew 10:8 (NKJV)

“Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you
go out. And when you go into a household, greet it. If the household is worthy, let your
peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. And whoever
will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city,
shake off the dust from your feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”

- Matthew 10:11-15 (NKJV)

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, "Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you
took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in
prison and you came to Me.” Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when
did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see
You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick,
or in prison, and come to You?” And the King will answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.”” — Matthew 25:34-40 (NKJV)

“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to
receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is
kind to the unthankful and evil.” - Luke 6:32-35 (NKJV)
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“If the world hates you, remember that it hated Me first. The world would love you as
one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you
to come out of the world, so it hates you.” — John 15:18-19 (NLT)

“I have given and delivered to them Your word (message) and the world has hated
them, because they are not of the world [do not belong to the world], just as I am not of
the world. I do not ask that You will take them out of the world, but that You will keep
and protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world (worldly, belonging to the
world), [just] as I am not of the world. Sanctify them [purify, consecrate, separate
them for Yourself, make them holy] by the Truth; Your Word is Truth. Just as You sent
Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And so for their sake and on
their behalf I sanctify (dedicate, consecrate) Myself, that they also may be sanctified
(dedicated, consecrated, made holy) in the Truth.” — John 17:14-19 (AMPC)

“Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its
external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of
your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for
yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing
which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].” - Romans 12:2 (AMPC)

"I don’t want you to become part of something that reduces you to less than yourself.
And you can’t have it both ways, banqueting with the Master one day and slumming with
demons the next. Besides, the Master won't put up with it. He wants us—all or nothing.
Do you think you can get off with anything less?” - 1 Corinthians 10:20-22 (MSG)

“Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers [do not make mismated alliances with
them or come under a different yoke with them, inconsistent with your faith]. For what
partnership have right living and right standing with God with iniquity and lawlessness?
Or how can light have fellowship with darkness? What harmony can there be between
Christ and Belial [the devil]? Or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?
What agreement [can there be between] a temple of God and idols? For we are the
temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in and with and among them and
will walk in and with and among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people. So, come out from among [unbelievers], and separate (sever) yourselves from
them, says the Lord, and touch not [any] unclean thing; then I will receive you kindly
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and treat you with favor, and I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” — 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (AMPC)

“This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest
of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened,
being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because
of the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to
lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you have not so learned Christ,
if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus:
that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you
put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness.” — Ephesians 4:17-24 (NKJV)

“So, my son, throw yourself into this work for Christ. Pass on what you heard from
me—the whole congregation saying Amen!—to reliable leaders who are competent to
teach others. When the going gets rough, take it on the chin with the rest of us, the
way Jesus did. A soldier on duty doesn’t get caught up in making deals at the
marketplace. He concentrates on carrying out orders. An athlete who refuses to play by
the rules will never get anywhere. It's the diligent farmer who gets the produce. Think
it over. God will make it all plain.” = 2 Timothy 2:4-7 (MSG)

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”
- 1 John 3:1 (NKJV)

“Do not be surprised and wonder, brethren, that the world detests and pursues you with
hatred.” — 1 John 3:13 (AMPC)

“Many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as
coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we do
not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward. Whoever
transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to
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you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him.”
- 2 John 1:7-10 (NKJ1V)

“But why do you indulge that Balaam crowd? Don’t you remember that Balaam was an
enemy agent, seducing Balak and sabotaging Israel’s holy pilgrimage by throwing
unholy parties? And why do you put up with the Nicolaitans, who do the same thing?”
- Revelation 2:14-15 (MSG)

“You still have a few followers of Jesus in Sardis who haven't ruined themselves
wallowing in the muck of the world’s ways. They'll walk with me on parade! They've
proved their worth!” — Revelation 3:4 (MSG)
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